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Faith Connections 

     In Philippians 4:8-9 Paul writes, "And now, dear brothers and 

sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and  

honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think 

about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.  Keep putting 

into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you 

heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be 

with you.”  I want to think about these things. 

     I don’t know about you, but for me one of the challenges I have 

been facing since this pandemic started is negative thoughts.  These 

thoughts sometimes seem to come from everywhere.  Nearly  

everything in the news is negative, from the pandemic to politics 

there seems to be no positive input from news media.  Social media 

has also taken a very negative turn.  I have commented several 

times how I miss the old days of social media when people posted 

what they were eating and vacation pictures.  In public, some of the 

original good will of “we are all in this together” has turned negative as strangers argue over wearing masks 

and social distancing in public. On top of that, the challenges of caring for our church family in the midst of 

all of this have sometimes seemed overwhelming. 

     If we are not careful, these things can take root in our minds and it begins to be what we dwell on.  Then, 

if we are not careful, they can take root in our hearts as well. 

     So how do we change things?  I think Paul had it right.  “Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, 

and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable.  Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.”  

We need to take control of own input.  We need to shift our focus.  Even in the midst of a pandemic with all 

of its associated political upheaval, God is at work. Let me type those words again, so we can all see them 

again -- God is at work.  My goal is to look for where and how God is at work and celebrate and be part of 

that! 

     Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood recounted something his mother would tell him in times of  

tragedy and worry, “Look for the helpers.”  In other words, even in the most challenging of times there are 

bright lights of human selfless service, modeling the love and compassion of our Heavenly Father. 

     Hear are some helpers I have seen first hand: 1) Our dedicated and compassionate church staff have gone 

above and beyond since before the pandemic began, and have made the extra, extra effort during the  

pandemic to provide care and keep connection with our church family.  It is truly a joy and privilege to serve 

God and this church family along side D’Ve and Ralph.  2) The many musicians and vocalists who have  

offered their talents in worship, both under the portico and in the sanctuary, during this time when an  

in-person choir is just not possible, are such a blessing to our church family.  Each one has blessed us and 

made our worship experience more rich.  3) Our ushers have adapted to the new protocols we need to do  

during this pandemic with grace and warm, welcoming spirits.  I am so thankful for their dedication in all 

they are doing to help us follow good practices to protect each other and show our love for each other by 

keeping distant. 4) Every person who has called someone, sent a note or text to stay connected is such a 

blessing.  5) I am personally thankful for each of you who have taken the time to contact me and offer  

encouragement and see how I am doing.  It means so much. 

Continued on page 2. 

Prayer Requests: 
 

Family of Tommy Exley, Sr., 

John Hazel,  

Family of Charles Hartzog, 

Brenda Helmly & Family, 

Ken Luikart & Family,  

Cynthia Blake,  

Chloe Tillman,  

Sonya Buendia,  

Carolyn & Stanley Gisriel,  

Matthew Fraser,  

Rose Fraser,  

Russ & Kathy Fraser,  

James Reinhart,  

Dolores Bott,  

Ruth Hedrick,  

Wayne & Ann Cockrell,  

Jim & Jill Anderson,  

Peggy & Grady Long,  

Christina Lyles,  

Noah Edwards,  

Vicky Waller,  

Jordan Rahn,  

Brad and Ann Kephart,  

RD Jaudon 

Glenn Andrews,  

Ray & Shirley Causey,  

Norma Cave,  

Camilla Corbin,  

Keith & Marsha Cornell,  

Charlie Dukes,  

Kathy Fraser,  

Jack Green,  

Arlene Herndon,  

Beth Holland,  

Joyce Kelley,  

Maxine Oglesby,  

LCPL Brisco Olsen,  

Donald Quinones,  

Mary Rotureau,  

James Sapp,  

Delane Summers 

Think About These Things 



Season of Epiphany 
 

Sunday Worship 
11:00 am 

Rev. J. Michael Finn 
********** 

 

February 7th 
5th Sunday After Epiphany 

“Blessed” 

Psalm 67 
 

February 14th 
Transfiguration Sunday 

“Loved” 

1 Corinthians 13 
 

Season of Lent 
 

February 21st 
1st Sunday in Lent 

TBA 
 

February 28th 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

TBA 
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December Stewardship 
 

Monthly 

Total Receipts $25,362.00 

Total Expenses $25,804.00 

Difference ($442.00) 
 

Yearly (100%) 

Total Receipts (84%) $249,036.00 

Total Expenses (90%)* $268,397.00 

Difference ($19,361.00) 

Music Ministries ~ Ralph Long 
 

The Social Gathering dinner has been postponed but not cancelled.  This is an 

event to look forward to in the future. 

 

Do you have a talent that you can share?  The music ministry is looking for 

instrumentalist, vocalists, and narrators to assist in worship.  If you or someone you know has 

a talent to share, please call or text Ralph Long at 667-8332.  Thank you to those who have 

shared your gifts with us during the past several months. 

 

“As we wait on God, He helps us use the winds of adversity to soar above our problems (Hope 

for Each Day, Billy Graham).”  These are difficult times but God is faithful and He  

understands what we are going through, so may we be encouraged. 

Musically Yours, Ralph 

Flower Calendar for 2021 
The 2021 Flower Calendar is now available.  If you like to put flowers in 

the church on Sunday for a special day, please call (826-5796) or email 

(info@rinconumc.com) the office.  Thank you to all those who have 

helped!! 

Upcoming dates available:  February 28th; March 7th, 14th, 21st, & 28th; April 11th, 18th, & 

25th; May 9th, 23rd, & 30th; June 6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th.  Other dates available, call the 

 office if you would like a date July-December. 

Administrative Council 

February 10th @ 6 pm 

     Other encouraging evidence of God at work in our church family: 1) According to information 

from our district office most churches are struggling to reach 35% of their pre-COVID-19 attendance 

and we are consistently at 45-55%.  2) While our financial giving has seen a decrease during the  

pandemic, the faithful financial giving of our church family has enabled us to meet our financial  

obligations for 2020 and help others in need.  3) Many of our ministry groups have resumed meeting in 

socially distant settings and following pandemic protocols, and many others are planning to do so.   

4) I am so excited to see young children in worship and blessed to see people responding to the  

opportunity to serve in the nursery. (We could use some more volunteers as well.  Contact Kim 

McGee, her contact info is listed in a separate announcement in this newsletter.)  5) Our members are 

involved in sharing God’s love beyond our church family through missions like The Manna House and 

Family Promise. 

     When I concentrate on these things my perspective changes.  I see the helpers.  I see our Marvelous 

God at work.  I see that we get to be part of it.  I am thankful. 

     If you are having a similar struggle, I hope this helps.  Focusing on what God is doing is just one 

more way we are Loving God, Loving People, Growing Together, and Moving Forward to God’s 

glory. 

 

 Looking Forward,  

  Brother Michael 

United Methodist Women & United Methodist Men 

February 4th & 18th @ 10 am Men’s Bible Study 

February 4th & 18th @ 11:30 am Men’s Lunch @ Ms. Jean’s 

February 8th @ 12 pm Eva Oglesby Circle 

February 18th @ 6:00 pm  Angels of Hope Circle location TBA 

Thank You 

To everyone who has attended 

services this year: drive 

through and in the sanctuary!  

You are blessing at RUMC. 

Gifts have been given in memory of Ernest Zittrouer by Dick & Donna Leach, Evelyn Helmly, 

and Frances Richardson. 

A gift was given in memory of Bruce Ackerman for the Journeymen of Praise by Billy Rahn. 

A gift was given in memory of Morris Oglesby by the Oglesby SS Class. 



Meetings this month: 
 

Administrative Council 

?????? 
 

 

February 2021           Page 

We are in need of nursery volunteers for Sunday 

mornings.  If you would be willing to help, please 

contact Kim McGee.  Thank you! 

Phone/Text @ (912) 655-8668. 

Rincon UMC 826-5796 or info@rinconumc.com 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church Office 912-826-5796 

  Hours:  Mon., 9 am to 4 pm 

 Tue. & Wed., 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 Thurs. 9 am to 12 pm 

 Friday, Closed 

  Fax Number 912-826-2263 

  E-Mail info@rinconumc.com 
 

Pastor: 

  Michael Finn 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 478-973-3448 

  E-Mail: pastor@rinconumc.com 
 

Associate Pastor/Minister of Music: 

  Ralph Long 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 912-667-8332 

  E-mail: Ralph@rinconumc.com 
 

 

On The Web: 
rinconumc.org 

107 Savannah Avenue 

Rincon, GA 31326 

912.826.5796 

 


