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 It is no understatement to say, “We are living in hard times.”  So much is up in the air, so much is out 

of sync with what we expect, so much just doesn’t feel right.  Even things that bring us comfort seem to be 

out of sorts, such as the ministries of the church operating differently.  Driving into a Wednesday prayer time 

and staying in your car just doesn’t feel the same as sharing a meal together around the table at a Wednesday 

night supper in the fellowship hall.  Driving into a worship service in the back parking lot or tuning in online 

just doesn’t have the same feel as coming together in the beautiful sanctuary for worship.  These are certainly 

hard times. 

 I want to be in the sanctuary for worship.  It is such a sacred space and it evokes such memories of 

the great things God has done in the life of our church family, and it's air conditioned.  In my mind's eye I can 

see it decked out for Advent and Christmas, or beautifully adorned for Easter, or with hand-made dresses and 

shorts hanging down the sides and across the front.  In my minds eye, I see everyone seated in their regular 

seats, and greeting each other with hugs and hand shakes, and I can almost hear the laughter and holy hum of 

shared conversations.  In my mind's eye, I see the celebration of Holy Communion, the reception of new 

members and baptisms celebrated.  It tugs at my heart and brings a tear to my eye, because I miss worshipping 

in that sacred space. 

 I want to be in the sanctuary for worship, but now is not the time for us to re-enter the sanctuary.  I 

want to be the sanctuary for worship, but as I write this the cases of the Novel Corona Virus are on the rise in 

our county.  I want to be in the sanctuary for worship, but so many of our church family members are in 

higher risk groups for severe or lethal cases of the virus.  I want to be in the sanctuary for worship, but I love 

our church family too much to put you at that much risk.  I want to be in the sanctuary for worship, but I love 

you and I want you to remain healthy more. 

 It is even more difficult to continue to do what is loving and right for our church family as we hear of 

other churches that have begun worshipping in their sanctuaries.  Did you know that many of the churches are 

having to take reservations for worship attendance?  Did you know that seating capacity has to be cut by more 

than half so that social distancing and other protocols can be followed?  Did you know that some churches 

have had to turn people away for a worship service or offer an alternate location to view the service on a 

screen?  Did you know it only takes one person with the virus coughing, sneezing or breathing on others for 

infection to potentially happen?  While I believe the pastors and leaders of these other churches are doing 

what they believe is the best thing for their church families, our leadership and I do not see this as a valid  

option for our church family. 

 When I was a student at Asbury Theological Seminary I always especially enjoyed the last chapel 

service of the Fall semester.  It was a tradition established by the Chair of Music Department that we sang the 

Hallelujah Chorus.  As you can imagine part of the reason I liked it so much is my deep affection for all 

things Christmas, but it also meant I had completed another semester of study and was one step closer to 

graduation.  Additionally, it was an opportunity to see the lighter side of someone who usually came across as 

quite stern and rigid.  The Music Department Chair laughed and smiled his way through guiding his several 

hundred voice, untrained choir to produce a masterpiece that had us standing and applauding each time. 

 Perhaps one way we can view this challenging time of not being able to worship in the sanctuary, is 

that God is using this to produce in and through us a masterpiece that we did not know we could do.  God did 

not cause this pandemic, just as Asbury’s Music Department Chair did not write the Hallelujah Chorus.  God 

is using it just like that professor used the Hallelujah Chorus to bring something out of us we didn’t know we 

had in us. 
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Prayer  

Requests: 
 

Noah Edwards 

Family of Sheila 

Saxon 

Vickie Waller 

Christina Lyles 

Vicky Waller 

Jordan Rahn 

Dean Holland 

Brad and Ann  

               Kephart 

Eddie Heath 

RD Jaudon 

Carolyn & Stanley Grisriel 

Robb Anderson 

Glenn Andrews 

Norma Cave 

Keith & Marsha Cornell 

Charlie Dukes 

Jack Green 

Arlene Herndon 

Beth Holland 

Joyce Kelley 

Maxine Oglesby 

LCPL Brisco Olsen 

Donald Quinones 

Mary Rotureau 

James Sapp 

Ernest Zittrouer 

 

We have updated our 

prayer list, if you have a 

prayer request, please let 

us know. 

Hard Times, Happy Memories 

And the Hallelujah Chorus 



Season of Pentecost 
 

Sunday Worship 
Drive-In  @  10:00 am 

Rev. J. Michael Finn 
********** 

We will have a drive up 

worship on Sundays!!  

Please join us at 10 am 

and  

PLEASE stay in your cars.   
*********** 

August 2nd 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 

“In the Meantime ...“ 
 

August 9th 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

“Bones to Pick with God” 
 

August 16th 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mark 4: 35-41 

“Indestructible” 
 

August 23rd 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 

“What’s In A Name?” 
 

August 30th 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

TBA 

August 2020             Page 2 

July Stewardship 
 

Monthly 

Total Receipts $17,537.00 

Total Expenses $20,241.00 

Difference ($2,704.00) 
 

Yearly (58%) 

Total Receipts (48%) $144,120.00 

Total Expenses (41%)* $123,622.00 

Difference $20,498.00 

Meetings this month: 
 

Trustees Committee 

1/21 from 6 pm 
 

Planning Summit 

1/25 from 9 am—2 pm 

Music Ministries 
 

Handbells Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm. Contact Ralph Long if you are interested. 

Choir each Wednesdays @ 7:30 pm. New members are always welcome. 

Flower Calendar 
There are many open dates on the flower calendar located outside the 

workroom in the hall.  Please help with this ministry by signing up to 

have flowers for the Altar on an open day listed.  Thank you. 

Administrative Council 

February 10th @ 6 pm 

Church Activities & Events: 

We continue with Phase 1 of our reopening.  During this phase we will continue 

the Drive-In Worship on Sundays.  Groups of 25 or less who meet in the facility 

during the week can resume meeting.  Please contact the church if your group 

would like to begin meeting again.  There is a packet that your group needs to have 

before you begin meeting.  We will add your event to the calendar as you let us 

know you’d like to meet again.  If you are involved with Happy Hearts or  

Wednesday Night Suppers or Men’s Breakfast, these events will NOT take place as 

shared meals are not part of Phase 1.  Please listen for or look for information from 

the church on updates about when we will move to Phase 2 through email and/or 

One Call Now notifications.  The included calendar may not be the most up to 

date, so check the website calendar if you are unsure of an event.  If you have a 

need, please call us and we will try to help (826-5796).  Leave a message if we do 

not answer and we will call you back.  The office has abbreviated hours, but  

messages and emails are checked regularly. 

 Each year there were students who would skip that last chapel claiming it was only for the 

music students or that they could not sing, and they missed such a blessing.  Don’t miss the blessing 

God is going to bring from this.  I don’t know what it is yet, but it will probably be more than one 

blessing and better than we can imagine.  I invite you to join me in embracing what God is doing in the 

midst of this mess and sing out, even if it means swallowing a few gnats, because God is using this to 

produce a masterpiece in us and through us we did not know we had in us. 

 Remember I love you and God loves you and nothing can stop God’s people who are about 

God’s purpose. 

 

 Looking Forward,  

  Brother Michael 

Gifts given in memory of Merle Zittrouer by Ann Smith, Evelyn Helmly & 

the Oglesby SS Class. 

Gifts given in memory of Morris Oglesby Ann Smith & Evelyn Helmly. 

Gifts given in memory of Mary Turner by Ann Smith & Evelyn Helmly. 

Gifts given in honor of Ron Bragg for the Piece Makers Ministry and for the 

Tree Fund by Chad & Amber Pace 

Tree Removal 
Trustees removed trees at the parsonage due to the danger they posed to 

the Parsonage and our pastoral family.  The original amount needed was 

$8,500.  We have spent $3,200 to remove the trees.  We still need $5,300 

to remove the rest of the trees and for stump removal of the trees already 

removed.  Please note “Trees” on your donations.  Thank you for your 

help with this need. 

United Methodist Women & United Methodist Men 

August 6th & 20th @ 10 am Men’s Bible Study 

August 6th & 20th  @ 11:30 am Men’s Lunch @ Ms. Jean’s 

 

August 13th @ 6:30 pm  Angels of Hope Circle 

Thank You 

To the men who 

faithfully take care 

of the grass cutting 

and grounds care at 

the pond. 



Giving: 
 

You can still give through our website on line at rinconumc.com or by mail at 107 Savannah Avenue, Rincon, 

GA 31326. 

Good Things are Still Happening: 
 

The Parsonage kitchen renovation is complete!!  We are excited to have an open house in the future to allow 

you to see the wonderful new Parsonage kitchen. 
 

The Sanctuary Video System is being put in place and we hope to have this completed soon. 
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Dear church family,  
Thank you for all the support, cards, calls, texts, gifts, and most of all your 
prayers for Keith and I as we travel  this difficult and frustrating journey! We 
have felt the love and comfort of your prayer covering and could not have made 
it this far without it!  
As I write this we are still in Candler hospital, 24 days and counting! Keith has 
been battling severe infections, receiving IV antibiotics and  2 surgical proce-
dures which have taken a toll on us both. We continue to ask for your prayers  as 
we continue the road to healing and hopefully back home!   
Blessed by your love, 
Marsha and Keith Cornell  

Family Promise 

Thank You: 
 

Thank you to all the  

wonderful volunteers 

who served meals to the families at the Family Promise 

house during our host week.  Your thoughtfulness and 

generosity is very much appreciated. 

The family of Merle Zittrouer would like to thank everyone for their prayers, 

support and generosity during her illness and death.  Your love and support was 

greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely The Family of Merle Zittrouer 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church Office 912-826-5796 

  Hours:  Mon., 9 am to 4 pm 

 Tue. & Wed., 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 Thurs. 9 am to 12 pm 

 Friday, Closed 

  Fax Number 912-826-2263 

  E-Mail info@rinconumc.com 
 

Pastor: 

  Michael Finn 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 478-973-3448 

  E-Mail: pastor@rinconumc.com 
 

Associate Pastor/Minister of Music: 

  Ralph Long 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 912-667-8332 

  E-mail: Ralph@rinconumc.com 
 

 

On The Web: 
rinconumc.org 

107 Savannah Avenue 

Rincon, GA 31326 

912.826.5796 

 


