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 Sometimes life seems to give us a gut punch and we either bury our face in our hands and cry, 

“Why?” or we shake our fist at heaven and yell, “Why!?!?” 

 I think those who were with Jesus just before He ascended back to heaven may have felt like that.  

They had followed Him while He went about His earthly ministry doing good, preaching, healing people and 

promising a better Kingdom coming.  Then He was arrested, tried, convicted and executed.  Gut punch  

number 1.  Then He came back!  It was truly a miracle and source of great joy for Jesus to be back with them!  

Then one day He tells them to stay where they are until the Holy Spirit guides them to go out.  A little while 

later He is taken up to heaven and they don’t see Him anymore.  Gut punch number 2.  What do they do now?  

They were scared.  They felt alone.  They went and hid in the place Jesus told them to wait.  And that’s where 

it happened!  The Holy Spirit came in like a mighty rushing wind and set them on fire to share the message of 

Jesus with the world! 

 Sometimes, because we know how the story goes, we don’t let the middle of the story impact us as it 

should.  The followers of Jesus in the Gospels and in Acts experienced two painful gut punches, two times of 

significant loss: when Jesus died and when Jesus ascended.  Twice they were left to wonder what would  

happen next.  Twice they were left to wonder how they would be able to keep up the ministry to which they 

had been called.  Twice they experienced the loss of having a leader they cared about being taken from them.  

It was abrupt. There was no time to plan.  It was already happening when they found out about it. 

 Maybe some among us have a similar feeling due to recent events in the life of our church family.  

Maybe some among us feel like we have been gut punched.  Maybe some among us are worried about how 

the ministry to which our church family is called will continue as it has been.  Maybe some among us are  

feeling loss and hurt and confused.  Maybe some of us want to bury our face in our hands or shake our fist at 

heaven and ask or yell, “Why?!?!” 

 Maybe, in light of what we know from scripture, “Why?” is not the right question.  Maybe we should 

ask “How?”.  God, how can we grow closer to you through this?  How can our church family become even 

stronger, more healthy, better engaged in the ministry you have for us?  How are you calling us to follow you 

through this?  How do we take the next faithful step? 

 Maybe we also need to ask “What? or Who?”.  What is it that you have for us next?  Who are you 

preparing to join our church staff next and work with the team you have assembled to lead us forward?  What 

do you have in store for us that necessitated a change? 

 You see I believe that God is calling us forward together.  Yes, we grieve that Ty and Cheryl  

LaValley have left our church family and we even grieve that it was so abrupt and many of us didn’t even get 

to tell them goodbye and wish them well in their next ministry.  However, we know that God has ministry for 

us to do together.  We know that God has called us to love Him and care for each other.  We know that God is 

calling us to serve our community and be engaged in mission and ministry around the world.  We know that 

God heals all wounds. 

 So, we begin by praying.  Join me in praying for Ty and Cheryl as they enter a new stage in life and 

ministry.  Join me in praying for our Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee as they seek a new member to 

join our ministry staff.  Join me in praying for our church family that the fear or pains associated with this 

change will not allow the enemy to get a foothold in our church family, but that God will use this to bring us 

to new heights in love and service to Him. 

 I love you and I am looking forward to what God is doing next, 

  Brother Michael 

Prayer  

Requests: 
 

Diane Teal & 

Family,  

Ken Luikart 

Ty & Cheryl  

LaValley 

Birgit Crews 

Tracy Keiffer 

Nannette’s Mom 

Marsha Perkins 

Kathy Hanyes 

Ann Kephart 

Mitch Stephens 

Joseph Braddy 

Norma Cave 

John Westover 

Larry Gibson 

Jordan Rahn 

Cody Duncan 

Zach and Nick Kruse 

Susan Deason 

Travis Abel 

Mickey LaValley 

Jackie Barnes 

Kayla Alexander 

Cynthia Rahn 

Shannon Johnson 

Graylin Reece 

Vicki Williams 

Cheyrl Brinson 

Nyla Moore 

Stephen Felker 

Emma Hastings 

Martin Snyder 

Barbara, Bucy 

Joycelin Fuller 

Becky Martin 

James Bulloch 

Jim Dominey 

Abby Smith 

Robb Anderson 

Glenn Andrews 

Norma Cave 

Charlie Dukes 

Chaplain Maj. Tommy 

Fussell USAF 

Jack Green,  

Morris & Maxine Oglesby 

Donald Quinones 

Tony Rahn 

George & Mary Rotureau 

James Sapp 

Merle & Ernest Zittrouer 

Why? 



Season of Pentecost 
 

Sunday Worship 
11:00 am 

Rev. J. Michael Finn 
 

September 1st 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion 

“Praying Through the Acts: 

Worship Evangelism” 

Acts 16 
 

September 8th 
13th Sunday After Pentecost 

Ralph Long 

“The Apostles’ Creed: Theology 

& Practice” 

1 Corinthians 15: 12-20 
 

September 15th 
14th Sunday After Pentecost 

Praying Through the Acts: 

Shake and Bake” 

Acts 28 
 

September 22th 
15th Sunday After Pentecost 

“Living as Faithful Stewards of 

God’s Blessings” 
Eph, 6:18-20; Col. 4:2-4; Acts 2:42; 

Matt. 6:5-15 
 

September 29th 
16th Sunday After Pentecost 

“Living as Faithful Stewards of 

God’s Blessings” 
Heb. 10:23-25; 1 Cor. 12:12-30 
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September 8th @ 8 am Men’s Breakfast 

September 5th & 19th:  Men’s Lunch @ Ms. Jean’s at 11:30 am 

September 30th @ 6:30 pm Men’s Night Out @ The Rusty Pig 

UMW 

September 12 @ 6 pm  Angels of Hope  

September 9th @ 10:30 am  Nursing Home Bingo 

September 9th @ 12 pm   Eva Oglesby Circle  

5th Sunday Lunch & Fellowship September 29th 

Please bring a side and/or dessert and join us for fellowship on the 5th Sunday. 

Wednesday Night Study 
Our Wednesday night study will begin September 4 (and continue on 

the nights we have supper ~ the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month). 

We will be studying the book, Love Does. This is a book about  

putting God’s love into action. Books are available in the office dur-

ing office hours and in the conference room on Sunday morning for 

$5 each.  See Brother Michael if you have any questions.   

Family Night Supper 

Join us on September 4th & 18th 

See Sunday’s bulletin for the menu. 

Offering Envelopes for 2020 will be available soon.  If you do not currently use 

envelopes and would like to, please let me know.  I have “once a month” and 

“once a week” envelopes.  If you currently receive envelopes and do not wish 

to continue to use them, please let me know.  Thank you, D’Ve 

Gifts Received 

In memory of Larry Steese by:  Ron & Cherry Harden 

In memory of Maree Harden by Sen. Jack Hill 

In memory of Larry Steese & Donald Yarbrough by Evelyn Helmly 

In memory of Kevin Frawley for missions by Camilla Corbin,  

In memory of Kevin Frawley for the A/V System by Vickie Neurath, Ernie Zittrouer, III, Wayne Harris 

 Pathfinders SS Class, Loyce Lariscy, Evelyn Helmly 

In memory of Sandra G. Andrews by Evelyn Helmly 

In honor of Ron Bragg for the mission by Bailey Morris. 

In honor of Ron Bragg for mission dresses  by Jim & Jean Moco 

“Celebrate Life” Relay for life presents Dancing under the Stars.  A 

night of Food, Fun, Music & Dancing.  Call 657-4590 for more  

information (see the Sunday Insert for more information also). 

Tickets $15 in advance; $20 at door.  Sept. 6th @ 6 pm 

Happy Hearts  **Note this is on the Tuesday after Labor Day 

September 3rd @ 12 pm  Lunch Menu: Spaghetti, Salad  & Dessert 

July Stewardship 
 

Monthly 

Total Receipts $15,171.00 

Total Expenses $20,819.00 

Difference ($5,648.00) 
 

Yearly (51%)8 

Total Receipts (59%) $157,643.00 

Total Expenses (62%) $166,298.00 

Difference ($8,655.00) 
 

New A/V System : $3,176.82 

Parsonage Renovation: $3,500.00 



Effingham Community Orchestra 
In Concert 

September 15th at 3 pm 
 

At Rincon UMC in the Sanctuary 
A Love Offering for the Orchestra will be collected 

Reception following 
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CONTACT US 
 

Church Office 912-826-5796 

  Hours:  Mon., 9 am to 12 pm 

 Tue. & Thurs., 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 Friday, Closed 

  Fax Number 912-826-2263 

  E-Mail info@rinconumc.com 
 

Pastor: 

  Michael Finn 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 478-973-3448 

  E-Mail: pastor@rinconumc.com 
 

Associate Pastor/Minister of Music: 

  Ralph Long 912-826-5796 (O) 

  Cell: 912-667-8332 

  E-mail: Ralph@rinconumc.com 
 

 

On The Web: 
rinconumc.org 

107 Savannah Avenue 

Rincon, GA 31326 

912.826.5796 

 


